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Development Aid to Partner countries 

 The main aim is modernising higher 
education in eligible Partner countries 

 Through transnational cooperation projects 
based on multilateral partnerships primarily 
between higher education institutions from 
Programme and Partner Countries 
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Eligible Partner Countries 

Western Balkans  

 

Eastern Partnership 
countries 

South-
Mediterranean 

countries 

 

Russia 

 

 

Asia 

 

Central Asia 

Latin 
America 

Iran, Iraq, 
Yemen 

South 
Africa 

ACP 

Other Partner Countries  

Part I.1: 

Partner Countries  
Neighbouring the EU 
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Who can apply? 

State-recognised public or private Higher Education Institutions 

Associations/ Organizations of Higher Education Institutions 

Only for Structural Projects: recognized national or international 
rector, teacher or student organisations. 

Applicants can be submitted by organisations located either in 
Programme or Partner countries 

Exception 
Libya 
Russia  
Syria 
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As Full Partners: 

State-recognised public or private HEIs  

Any public or private organisation active in 
the labour market or in the fields of 
education, training and youth (e.g. 
enterprise, NGO, etc.) 

Ministries of HE as full partners compulsory 
in Structural Projects 

Associations or organisations of HEIs with 
main focus on HE  

5 

Each participating organisation can be located either in a Programme or in 
an eligible Partner country 

International governmental 
organisations can also participate 
but only on self-financing basis  

As Associated Partners: 

Who can participate? 

Non-academic partners offering e.g. 
student placements, etc. 
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Joint Projects:  

curriculum development 

university governance & 
management 

Links between HE institutions 
and the wider economic and 

social environment 

=> Impact Institutions Structural Projects:  

modernisation of policies, governance and 
management of higher education systems 

Links between HE systems and the wider 
economic and social environment 

=> Impact Systems 

Types of projects 
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National Projects  

(1 Partner Country only + min.     

  2 Programme Countries) 

7 

Multi-Country Projects  

(≥ 2 Partner Countries+ min. 

     2 Programme Countries) 

Min.1 HEI from each Programme 
Country 

At least as many  
Partner Country HEIs as Programme 

Country  HEIs 

Min.3 HEI from the Partner 
Country 

Min.1 HEI from each Programme 
Country 

Min.2 HEI from each Partner 
Country 

At least as many  
Partner Country HEIs as Programme 

Country  HEIs 

Exception 
Russia  

Latin America 

STRUCTURAL 
PROJECTS: Partner 

Country 
Ministries for HE 
must participate 
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National Projects  

Defined by the Ministries of 
Education in close consultation with 

the EU Delegations   

 

Must address  

National priorities set for Partner 
Country in Regions 1, 2, 3, 7, 10 

Regional priorities  for the regions 
where no national priorities are 
established: Regions 6, 8, 9, 11 

 

Multi-Country Projects 

Defined by the Commission 
and based on EU's  external 

policy priorities   

Must  address  the 
regional  priorities for 
countries in the same 

region (regional projects) 

Priorities 
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              Types of Activities 

  

 

Categories of Priorities 

Curriculum 

Development 

Governance 

and 

Management 

Higher Education 

and Society 

1. Subject Areas X     
2. Improving Management 

and operation of HEIs 
  X 

3. Developing the HE sector 

within society at large 
  X 
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Duration 24 or 
36 months 

Min. 500,000 –  

Max. 1,000,000 € 

Real Cost and Unit 
Cost 

5 Budget Headings: 

staff, travel, cost of stay, 
equipment, subcontracting  

Main parameters 
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 Special Mobility Strand removed 

 Subject and thematic priority areas simplified: now 3 
priority areas instead of 4, according to the types of projects 

Minimum number of Programme Countries in an eligible 
CBHE consortium reduced from 3 to 2 countries 

2 options for the start of the eligibility period in the future 
CBHE projects : 15 November 2018 or 15 January 2019 

Exceptional travel costs have been introduced  

Novelties of the 2018 Call 
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CBHE 2015 - 2017 – Programme Countries  

• 2015: in total: 515 applications  452 eligible projects  138 selected projects (= 26,80%) 
• 2016: in total: 736 applications  653 eligible projects  147 selected projects (= 19,97%) 
• 2017: in total: 833 applications  756 eligible projects  149 selected projects (= 17,89%) 
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CBHE 2015 - 2017 – Partner Countries  
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Stage 1 
Western 
Balkans 

2 Eastern 
Partn 

3 South 
Med 

4 Russian 
Federa-tion 

6  
Asia 

7 Central 
Asia 

8  
Latin 

America 

9  
Iran, Iraq, 

Yemen 

10 
South 
Africa 

11 ACP Total* 

Reception 135 243 196 108 120 121 98 12 12 50 833 

Eligible >60 points 102 167 151 68 76 84 80 6 8 36 609 

Sent to 
Consultation 

36 58 74 34 76 37 30 5 8 23 295 

Proposed for 
funding 

16 17 37 11 45 14 15 3 4 7 149 

* Figures cannot be added as cross-regional applications are counted in one or two regions 

Selection 2017 Results - Overview 

Success rate in 
2016 

16,5% 10% 21% 20,5% 68% 19% 18% 50% 36% 17% 20% 

Success rate in 
2017 

12% 7% 19% 10% 37,5% 19% 15% 25% 33% 14% 18% 

Source: EACEA 
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Region 

Budget 

allocated  

2016 

(in Mio €) 

Budget 

allocated  

2017 

(in Mio €) 

Budget 

allocated  

2018 

(Indicative) 

(in Mio €) 

 

Indicative  

number of 

selected 

applications* 

 

REGION 1 - Western Balkans  13,17 13,82 14,57 16 

REGION 2 - Eastern Partnership countries 13,86 13,51 12,88 15 

REGION 3  - South-Mediterranean countries   28,57 27,84 26,55 31 

Additional allocation for Tunisia 0 3,00 0 0 

REGION 4 - Russian Federation 6,89 6,72 6,41 7 

REGION 6  - Asia 35,38 39,55 41,44 47 

REGION 7  - Central Asia 9,2 8,80 8,80 10 

REGION 8 - Latin America 13,1 13,20 13,20 15 

REGION 9 - Iran, Iraq, Yemen 1,9 2,00 2,10 3 

Specific allocation for Iran 0,69 0,69 0 0 

REGION 10  - South Africa 3,42 3,91 4,20 5 

REGION 11 - ACP countries 5,29 5,64 6,00 7 

TOTAL 131,47 138,68 136,15 156 

* Calculated on the average grant/project recorded in 2017. 
Source: EACEA 
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How to submit a proposal 

Application 

deadline: 

 

8 February 

2018 

All you need is available at: 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasm

us-plus/funding/capacity-building-

higher-education-2018_en 

EACEA-EPLUS-CBHE@ec.europa.eu 

Practical workshop on writing CBHE proposals: 
Right here, tomorrow  
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